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Draft 
FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 
PROPOSED C-146A AIRCRAFT BEDDOWN  

AT DUKE FIELD 
EGLIN AIR FORCE BASE, FLORIDA 

 

Agencies: U.S. Air Force (USAF), Air Force Special Operations Command (AFSOC), and Air 
Force Reserve Command (AFRC) 

Background: Pursuant to Council of Environmental Quality (CEQ) regulations for implementing 
the procedural provisions of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) (40 Code of Federal 
Regulations [CFR] Parts 1500-1508), 42 United States Code § 4321 et seq., and the USAF 
Environmental Impact Analysis Process (EIAP) as promulgated in 32 CFR Part 989, USAF has 
prepared an Environmental Assessment (EA) to analyze potential environmental consequences 
associated with the C-146A aircraft beddown, personnel transfer, and associated construction 
projects at Duke Field, located on Eglin Air Force Base (AFB), Florida.    

Proposed Action:  The USAF proposes to implement the beddown of 18 C-146A aircraft and 
relocate 169 personnel from the 524th Special Operations Squadron (SOS) at Cannon AFB, New 
Mexico, to Duke Field to support AFSOC and AFRC training and operations capabilities at Duke 
Field and provide more flexible training for USAF personnel.  Additionally, to further enhance 
AFSOC training and operations capabilities at Duke Field, the Proposed Action includes 
construction of a one-bay hangar for the C-146A and associated aircraft maintenance unit, 
524/859 SOS Squadron Operations Facility, and a temporary and ultimately permanent flight 
simulator.  Under the No Action Alternative, the Proposed Action would not be implemented. 

Environmental Analysis:  The EA analyzed potential environmental impacts of implementing 
the Proposed Action by taking into account all relevant environmental resource areas and 
conditions.  The USAF has examined the following resource areas and found that 
implementation of the Proposed Action would not result in any significant impacts: air quality, 
airspace management, biological resources, cultural resources, geological resources, 
hazardous materials and wastes, infrastructure and transportation, land use/coastal zone 
management, noise, safety, socioeconomics and environmental justice, water resources, and 
cumulative effects. 

Management Requirements:  Under the Proposed Action, the USAF would be responsible for 
implementing management actions identified in the EA, including the following representative 
measures. 

A National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) and Florida Administrative Code 
(F.A.C.) Rule 62-621 Stormwater Permit is required for all construction projects greater than 1 
acre in size.  Because the Proposed Action meets this stipulation, acquisition of this permit 
would be required prior to initiating construction.  A Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan and 
Erosion and Sediment Control Plan would also be required.  Additionally, the Proposed Action 
must comply with environmental resource permit management requirements included in 
Chapter 62-346 F.A.C.  In accordance with the Energy Independence and Security Act Section 
438 (requiring federal facility projects over 5,000 square feet to maintain or restore the 
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predevelopment hydrology of the property), low-impact development techniques would be 
incorporated into proposed construction projects at Duke Field.  Construction activities must be 
performed in compliance with F.A.C. Chapters 62-550, 62-55, and 62-604; American Water 
Works Association (AWWA) Standards; Recommended Standards for Wastewater Facilities 
(commonly referred to as Ten State Standards); and Northwest Florida Water Management 
District laws and permits.  

Eglin AFB currently operates under a Title V air emissions permit, which regulates all stationary 
air emission sources on the installation.  Activities must comply with all applicable requirements 
in the Title V permit.  If an increase in emissions is anticipated during the project, Eglin AFB may 
need to submit an application to the Florida Department of Environmental Protection, Division of 
Air Resource Management, New Source Review Section. 

Prior to the initiation of any construction or disturbance within the Project areas, a qualified 
biologist would monitor construction and demolition plans to ensure adherence with all 
measures to avoid impacts on sensitive wildlife species and conduct pre-construction sensitive 
species surveys as appropriate. 

Should archeological material be inadvertently discovered during construction, all actions in the 
immediate vicinity would cease, and efforts would be taken to protect the archeological find from 
further impact and coordination with the Eglin AFB Cultural Resources Office must occur. 

Public Notice: NEPA, CEQ NEPA regulations, and USAF EIAP require public review of the EA 
before approval of the Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) and implementation of the 
Proposed Action.  Notices of Availability for public review of the Draft EA will be published in 
local newspapers and made available for public review on Eglin AFB’s website.  The USAF will 
notify appropriate federal, state, and local agencies and allow them sufficient time to make 
known their environmental concerns specific to the Proposed Action.  The total review period for 
public comments is 15 days.  Any public comments that are received will be addressed as 
appropriate in EA and Final FONSI. 

Finding of No Significant Impact:  After a review of the EA by the USAF, it has been 
determined that implementation of the Proposed Action at Duke Field on Eglin AFB would not 
have a significant adverse impact to the quality of the human or natural environment.  
Therefore, an Environmental Impact Statement will not be prepared.  This analysis fulfills the 
requirements of NEPA, CEQ NEPA regulations, and the USAF EIAP. 
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