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PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT

This appendix consists of three volumes. Appendix A, Volume I contains a summary
and overview of the public scoping process for the Environmental Impact Statement
(EIS) prepared for the Proposed Implementation of the Base Realignment and Closure
(BRAC) 2005 Decisions and Related Actions at Eglin Air Force Base (AFB), Florida, to
include public scoping, agency correspondence, and public comments received during
the public scoping process. Appendix A, Volume II presents information and materials
associated with the Draft EIS public involvement process. Appendix A, Volume III
presents public and agency comments received during the Draft EIS public commenting
period and the Air Force response to these comments.

Public involvement is an integral part of developing a representative EIS. National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requirements for public involvement are set forth in
the Air Force Environmental Impact Analysis Process, Council on Environmental
Quality (CEQ) regulations, at 32 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 989. These
regulations describe what the Air Force must do as a part of the public hearing and
public comment process to involve the public. The entire public involvement process
ensures that the EIS has adequately addressed significant issues important to the people
who will be impacted by the Air Force’s decisions.

Volume I of this appendix contains a copy of the Final Eglin 2005 Public Scoping
Summary Report, which comprises the following:

Public Scoping Process

Scoping Public Notification Process

Initial Scoping Meetings

Scoping Meeting Opportunities to Comment

Scoping Update Meetings

Scoping Update Meeting Opportunities to Comment
Synopsis of Public Comments

Summary of the Initial Public Scoping Meeting Comments

Summary of the Public Scoping Update Meeting Comments
Federal Register Notice of Intent

October 2008 2005 BRAC Decisions and Related Actions A-1
Final Environmental Impact Statement
Eglin Air Force Base, Florida



Public Involvement Appendix A, Volume | of 111

Public and Government Notification
Public Notice
Public Scoping Letter
Government Correspondence
Scoping Announcement

Scoping Meeting Newspaper Display Ad, Media Release, Public Service
Announcement

Scoping Meeting Materials
Scoping Meeting Transcripts and Oral Comments
Written Comments Received During the Public Scoping Process

Media Coverage

A-2 2005 BRAC Decisions and Related Actions October 2008
Final Environmental Impact Statement
Eglin Air Force Base, Florida
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EGLIN BRAC 2005 PROGRAM
PUBLIC SCOPING SUMMARY REPORT

2005 SCOPING MEETINGS AND
2007 SCOPING UPDATE MEETINGS
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Public Scoping Summary Report — 2007 Update Scoping

scoping meetings or written comments submitted during the scoping period will be considered in
the preparation of the Draft EIS. Public scoping meetings will be held on/at the following dates,
locations, and times:

Dates City Location Time

August 22, 2006 Fort Walton Emerald Coast Conference Center ~ 6:30-9:30 PM
Ballrooms 2, 3, and 4

August 24, 2006 Crestview Crestview High School 6:30-9:30 PM

Prior to the start of the scoping meetings, at 6:30 p.m., there will be an open information
session. The open session is an opportunity for community members to learn more about the
Eglin BRAC 2005 Program and environmental impact statement process.

During the scoping meetings, the Air Force will provide information on the potential
environmental impacts associated with the proposed action and solicit public comments on
alternative development. Comments regarding the meeting can be provided either in writing or
orally. You may direct your written comments by August 31, 2006, to: Mr. Michael Spaits,
Public Affairs Officer, 96 CEG/CEVPA, Eglin AFB, Florida 32542-5000 (PH: 850.882.2878).

ERIC A. POHLAND, Colonel, USAF

4 Attachments:

1. Figure 1: Eglin AFB Reservation

2. Figure 2: Potential Location of JSF ITC Complex
3. Figure 3: 7SFG(A) Cantonment Area Alternative 1
4. Figure 4: 7SFG(A) Cantonment Area Alternative 2

March 2008 Environmental Impact Statement for the Implementation of the B-5
Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) 2005 Decisions
Eglin AFB, FL.
October 2008 2005 BRAC Decisions and Related Actions A-43

Final Environmental Impact Statement
Eglin Air Force Base, Florida



Public Involvement

Appendix A, Volume | of 111

2005 BRAC Decisions and Related Actions
Final Environmental Impact Statement
Eglin Air Force Base, Florida

October 2008



Appendix A, Volume I of 111 Public Involvement

October 2008 2005 BRAC Decisions and Related Actions A-45
Final Environmental Impact Statement
Eglin Air Force Base, Florida



Public Involvement

Appendix A, Volume | of 111

2005 BRAC Decisions and Related Actions
Final Environmental Impact Statement
Eglin Air Force Base, Florida

October 2008



Appendix A, Volume I of 111 Public Involvement

October 2008 2005 BRAC Decisions and Related Actions A-47
Final Environmental Impact Statement
Eglin Air Force Base, Florida



Public Involvement

Appendix A, Volume | of 111

2005 BRAC Decisions and Related Actions
Final Environmental Impact Statement
Eglin Air Force Base, Florida

October 2008



Appendix A, Volume I of 111 Public Involvement

October 2008 2005 BRAC Decisions and Related Actions A-49
Final Environmental Impact Statement
Eglin Air Force Base, Florida



Public Involvement Appendix A, Volume | of 111

Public Scoping Summary Report — 2007 Update Scoping Announcement

Complex. The EIS will detail each of these actions and evaluate the potential
environmental impacts.

The EIS will evaluate the environmental effects associated with socioeconomics,
transportation, cultural resources, water resources, noise, wetlands, floodplains, land use,
infrastructure, and biological resources. The analysis will include an evaluation of the
direct, indirect, and cumulative impacts.

The Air Force initiated the scoping process on July 28, 2006, and will be hosting
two public scoping update meetings to identify community and agency concerns. Public
comments from these public scoping update meetings or written comments submitted
during the scoping period will be considered in the preparation of the Draft EIS. Public
scoping update meetings will be held on/at the following dates, locations, and times:

Dates City Location Time
November 6, 2007 Mavarre Comfort Inn Conference Center 6:30-9:30 PM
November 7, 2007 Niceville Niceville High School 6:30-9:30 PM

Prior to the start of the public scoping update meetings at 6:30 PM, there will be an
open information session. The open session is an opportunity for community members to
learn more about the Eglin BRAC 2005 Program and environmental impact statement
process.

During the meetings, the Air Force will provide information on the potential
environmental impacts associated with the proposed action and solicit public comments
on alternative development. Comments regarding the meeting can be provided either in
writing or orally, You may direct your written comments to: Mr. Michael Spaits, Public
Aftairs Officer, 96 CEG/CEVPA, Eglin AFB, Florida 32542-5000 (PH: 850.882.2878).

——a

ERIC A. POHLAND, Colonel, USAF

4 Attachments:

Figure 1: Eglin AFB Reservation

Figure 2: Potential Location of JSF ITC Complex
Figure 3: 7SFG(A) Cantonment Area Alternatives
Figure 4: 7SFG(A) Range Training Alternatives

b=

March 2008 Environmental Impact Statement for the Implementation of the B-12
Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) 2005 Decisions
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Public Scoping Summary Report — 2007 Update Seoping Meeting Newspaper Display Ads,

Media Release, and Public Service Announcements

NEWSPAPER DISPLAY AD

Scoping Update Meetings for the Eglin Base
Realignment and Closure (BRAC) 2005
Environmental Impact Statement at
Eglin Air Force Base, Fla.

The United States Air Force, through Eglin AFB, Fla., is holding update meetings for the
Draft Environmental Impact Statement on the proposed implementation of the Eglin Base
Realignment and Closure 2005 decisions and related actions that involve establishing a Joint
Strike Fighter training center and relocating the Army 7th Special Forces Group from Fort
Bragg, N.C., to Eglin AFB, Fla.

The Air Force will host two Public Scoping Update Meetings to discuss these actions and their
alternatives and to solicit public comments. All members of the public are invited to attend these
meetings. During the meetings. Air Force officials will discuss the BRAC 2005 requirements and
how they will impact Eglin AFB and the surrounding communities.

Scoping Meeting Schedule:
Meetings are “open house” and will be held from 6:30-9:30 p.m.
An Air Force presentation is scheduled to begin at 7:15 p.m.

Date Location Address:
Nov. 6, 2007. Comfort Inn and Conference Center, 8700 Navarre Parkway, Navarre, Fla.
Nov. 7, 2007: Niceville High School. 800 E. John Sims Parkway, Niceville, Fla.

From 6:30-7:15 p.m., community members will have an opportunity to learn more about the
project, alternatives and the EIS process. During the presentation, the Air Force will provide
information on the proposed actions and alternatives. Community members are encouraged to offer
comments on the proposed action and alternatives and submit their concerns. Comments made
during the scoping update meetings will be considered in the preparation of the Draft EIS.

For More Information, Contact:
Mr. Mike Spaits
96 CEG/CEV-PA
Eglin AFB, Fla. 32542-5000
Phone: 850.882.2878
Fax: 850.882.6284
E-Mail: spaitsm(@eglin.af.mil

For more information, please visit our website at www.eglin. af. mil

March 2008 Environmental Impact Statement for the Implementation of the C-9

Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) 2005 Decisions
Eglin AFB, FL.
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Public Scoping Summary Report — 2007 Update Seoping Meeting Newspaper Display Ads,
Media Release, and Public Service Announcements

MEDIA RELEASE

96 CEG/CEVPA
Eglin AFB, FL 32542-5000
U.S.AIR FORCE Tel. (850) 882-2878

xz UNITED STATES AIR FORCE
4:’

MEDIA RELEASE

AIR FORCE TO HOLD UPDATE MEETINGS

EGLIN AIR FORCE BASE, Fla. — The United States Air Force, through Eglin Air Force Base, is
holding update meetings for the Draft Environmental Tmpact Statement (EIS) on the proposed
implementation of the Eglin Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) 2005 decisions and related
actions that involve establishing a Joint Strike Fighter (JSF) training center and relocating the Army

Tth Special Forces Group (Airborne) from Fort Bragg, N.C to Eglin AFB, FL.

The Air Force will host two public scoping update meetings to discus these actions and their
alternatives and to solicit public comments. All members of the public are invited to attend these
meetings. During the meetings, the Air Force officials will discuss the BRAC 2005 decisions and how
they will impact Eglin AFB.

November, 6 2007, 6:30 to 9:30 p.m..
Comfort Inn and Conference Center, 8700 Navarre Parkway, Navarre, Florida
November 7, 2007, 6:30 to 9:30 p.m.:
Niceville High School. 800 E. John Sims Parkway, Niceville, Florida

The media will have the opportunity to interview associated with this project thirty minutes

prior to the start of each update meeting.

For questions, contact Mr. Mike Spaits with Eglin AFB Environmental Public AfTairs at (850)

882-2878,
-30-
March 2008 Environmental Impact Statement for the Implementation of the C-10
Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) 2005 Decisions
Eglin AFB, FL

2005 BRAC Decisions and Related Actions
Final Environmental Impact Statement
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Public Scoping Summary Report — 2007 Update Seoping Meeting Newspaper Display Ads,
Media Release, and Public Service Announcements

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT

UNITED STATES AIR FORCE

[d 96 CEG/CEVPA
g
Eglin AFB, FL 32542-5000
U.S. AIR FORCE Tel. (850) §82-2878

PUBLIC SERVICE +

AIR FORCE TO HOLD UPDATE MEETINGS

The United States Air Force, through Eglin Air Force Base, is holding update meetings for the
Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) on the proposed implementation of the Eglin Base
Realignment and Closure (BRAC) 2005 decisions and related actions that involve establishing a Joint
Strike Fighter (JSF) training center and relocating the Army 7th Special Forces Group (Airborne)
from Fort Bragg, N.C to Eglin AFB, FL

All members of the public are invited. Meetings will be held on Tuesday, November 6 from
6:30 10 9:30 p.m. at the Comfort lnn and Conference Center in Navarre, Florida and on Wednesday,
November 7 from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. at the Niceville High School in Niceville, Florida

For more information, please contact Mike Spaits, Eglin Air Force base Environmental Public

AfTairs at (850) 882-2878.

-30-
March 2008 Environmental Impact Statement for the Implementation of the C-11
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STATE OF FLORIDA
COUNTY OF BAY

REPORTER'S CERTIFICATE

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true and
accurate transcript of the public scoping meeting for Eglin Air
Force Base held August 22, 2006, at Emerald Coast Conference
Center, Ft. Walton Beach, Florida.

I FURTHER CERTIFY that I was authorized to and did
report the foregoing proceeding and that the transcript is a true
and complete record of my stenographic notes.

DATED this the 28th day of Rugust 2006.

"Gt diR e

Gertrude B. Downs

March 2008 Environmental Impact Statement for the Implementation of the G-25
Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) 2005 Decisions
Eglin AFB, FL.
October 2008 2005 BRAC Decisions and Related Actions A-213

Final Environmental Impact Statement
Eglin Air Force Base, Florida
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STATE OF FLORIDA
COUNTY OF BAY

REPORTER'S CERTIFICATE

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true and
accurate transcript of the public scoping meeting for Eglin Air
Force Base held August 24, 2006, at Crestview High School,
Crestview, Florida.

I FURTHER CERTIFY that I was authorized to and did
report the foregoing proceeding and that the transcript is a true
and complete record of my stenographic notes.

DATED this the 29th day of Rugust 2006.

"Gt kiR Do,

Gertrude B. Downs

March 2008 Environmental Impact Statement for the Implementation of the G-41
Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) 2005 Decisions
Eglin AFB, FL.
October 2008 2005 BRAC Decisions and Related Actions A-229

Final Environmental Impact Statement
Eglin Air Force Base, Florida
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1 JENNIFER GEESLIN: Okay, well most people are
2 seated so we'll take that as a sign that you are
3 eager and ready to hear what we're going to talk
4 about this evening, so first and foremost, welcome
5 to the BRAC scoping update meeting.
] For those of you who didn't get a chance to
7 join us almost a year ago when we had our original
8 scoping meetings, welcome. For those of you who
9 were with us before, welcome back. We're happy to
10 be back out here and share some new information,
11 and give you an update on where this project and
12 proposal are headed.
13 Before we begin, just a few things, again,
14 snacks in the back. There's coffee back there if
15 you a need a little cockie to get through the
16 meeting so please help yourself. Restrooms for
17 both men and women are just outside this back door
18 here.
19 If you have any Blackberries, cell phones,
20 pagers if you wouldn't mind turning them off or to
21 the vibrate position, we would really appreciate
22 it. When they start ringing, they kind of get in
23 the way of our court reporter here, and sometimes
24 it's hard for her to record an accurate record for
25 us if we're having ringing and all kinds or music
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L going on in the background.

2 Before I turn it over to our panel speakers, I
3 would like to introduce a few people that are with
4 us this evening. First, Miss Natalie Simpson,

5 representing Ray Sansom's office. Thank you for

[ being here. Mr. Bart Pullum from the Florida

7 Transportation Commission; Mr., Mark Williams, the

8 president of the Navarre Chamber of Commerce; Miss
9 Loretta Aiken, the Santa Rosa Fire Commissioner;

10 and of course Col. Eric Pohland, the 96th Air Base
11 Wing Commander. Thanks for being here, sir.

12 And without further adieu, I will turn it over
13 to our first speaker this evening, Mr. Mike Spaits
14 from the Eglin Air Force Base Environmental Public
15 Affairs Office.

16 MIKE SPAITS: Thank you, Jennifer.

17 Good evening and welcome to the scoping

18 meeting update for the proposed base realignment

19 enclosure, also know as BRAC 2005 decisions at
20 Eglin Air Force Base.
21 Because we want to ensure we provide an
22 accurate public record our presentation will be in
23 a scripted format. This scoping meeting was

24 designed to provide you an update on the actions

25 associated with implementing the BRAC decisions
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since our first scoping meetings in RBugust 2006,
and to allow you an opportunity to provide input in
regards to the new information in addition to input
already provided at the first meetings. This is
cne of several opportunities for public comment for
the environmental review of this proposal.

Again, my name is Michael Spaits. I am from
Eglin Air Force Base Environmental Public Affairs,
and I'm here to serve tonight as the meeting
facilitator. I'm responsible for ensuring that
everyone that wishes toc a comment about the scope
of issues regarding the proposed project has an
cpportunity to do so.

Before we get started, I'd like to introduce
Col. Pohland, the 96th Air Base Wing Commander.
Col. Pohland.

COL. POHLAND: Thanks, Mike.

Well, my purpose tonight is for you
(inaudible) brief. I do some introductory
comments, and then I really turn it owver to the
panel members, but I do want to just offer a couple
of thoughts. First, obviously, on behalf of
General Eidsaune, the Air Armament Center
Commander, and all of Eglin Air Force Base, thanks

for coming out and being with us tonight, and
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1 really with us in a very helpful way as we scope

2 this issue.

3 And I say that sincerely in terms of helping
4 us because many of you know Eglin Air Force Base

5 was a true success story for BRAC 2005, and I say
& that because Eglin Air Force Base, of course,

7 didn't lose any missions or close under base

8 realignment and closure but instead gained some

9 very significant missions. And two of those
10 biggest pieces are the things that we're going to
11 talk about tonight, the Joint Strike Fighter
12 Integrated Training Center, and then also the U.S.
13 Army set of special forces group.
14 Now with those challenges, or with those new
15 missions, of course come some challenges, and, you
16 know, potentially foremost among those is noise

17 associated with the Joint Strike Fighter. What

18 we're really looking at is as the Joint Strike

19 Fighter matures, and we get fully mission
20 operational with that training center, about 2015,
21 that we will more than double the number of flight
22 operations currently at Eglin. So as we do that,
23 then we certainly have to consider the noise
24 associated with that, and so we honestly and
25 sincerely welcome your input as we scope that
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issue.

Similarly, the 7th Special Forces Group, as
they come to Eglin Air Force Base, we need to look
at challenges of training space, training
utilization of our ranges. And where we anticipate
some impacts there is we anticipate potentially
having to close some areas that are currently used
for recreation, and we have to do that because of
safety concerns as we put the Army mission at Eglin
Air Force Base. So those are the kinds of topics
that these briefers will walk you through in a very
precise way tonight. BAnd I'll close by saying
again, we welcome your input. We want to know your
concerns, your issues, and thank you again for
attending.

MIKE SPAITS: Thank you, Col. Pohland.

This evening our panel members will present
updated information on the proposed Eglin Air Force
Base, base realignment and closure, BRAC 2005,
decisions, and our effort to assess the scope of
the environmental impacts of its implementation.

I'd like to begin with an introduction of the
panel members. To my left is Mr. Randall Rowland
from the Eglin Air Force Base Environmental

Management Division. He will discuss the National
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1 Environmental Policy Act, also known as NEPA,
2 process and schedule. To his right, excuse me, to
3 his left is Col. George Ross from the Air Education
4 and Training Command. He will discuss the JSF ITC
5 beddown, and next to him is Col. Greg Keoenig from
] the U.S. Army Special Operations Command. He will
7 discuss the requirements of the 7th Special Forces
8 cantonment area and training area beddown.
9 We're here tonight because the Air Force is
10 developing an environmental impact statement known
11 as an EIS to analyze the environmental impacts of
12 implementing the BRAC 2005 decisions at Eglin Air
13 Force Base.
14 Let me first set the stage for this program
15 this evening. It's in two parts. First we will
16 present information on the BRAC 2005 decision, what
17 it meant for Eglin Air Force Base, discuss the
18 Environmental Impact Analysis process, define the
19 proposed actions and alternatives and what we've
20 learned since the last time we met, inform you how
21 to be involved, and what you can expect over the
22 next several months.
23 In the second part of our program is your
24 opportunity to help us identify the scope of the
25 issues and alternatives to be addressed in the
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environmental analysis.

We want to ensure that all of your inputs are
carefully examined in the draft EIS and that we
successfully address all of the issues. Therefore,
all of tonight's presentation will be recorded by a
court reporter to ensure accuracy. Any questions
you pose this evening will be treated as comments
and addressed in the draft EIS for analysis.

The draft EIS is scheduled to be released for
review in May 2008. EKeep in mind you may submit
your comments in writing any time during the EIS
process. However, to be included in the analysis
in the draft EIS, all comments must be received no
later than December 7, 2007. Comments received
after that will still carry forward into the final
EIS.

I'd like to now turn the presentation over to
Mr. Randall Rowland.

RANDALL ROWLAND: Thank you, Mike.

My name is Randall Rowland from the
environmental management division at Eglin, and I'm
here tonight to give you -- to brief you on the
2005 BRAC program decisions for Eglin and the
National Environmental Policy Act.

BRAC stands for base realignment and closure,
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1 and in 2005 the BRAC commission's base closure and
2 realignment decisions became law. Now that the Air
3 Force -- now the Air Force, along with other

4 military services, must execute the 2005 BRAC

5 decisions and conduct an environmental analysis of
6 the implementation of BRAC decisions which must be
7 completed by September 15th, 2011.

8 The BRAC 2005 decision means the following for
9 Eglin Air Force Base. First, establishing the

10 Joint Strike Fighter Integrated Training Center, or
11 ITC, at Eglin Air Force Base and this would involve
12 adding about 2,300 military and civilian and

13 contractor personnel to Eglin, bringing about 107
14 F-35 aircraft representing three variant models,

15 and then providing flight and maintenance training
16 for Joint Strike Fighter personnel.

17 Second, the relocation of the 7th Special

18 Forces Group Airborne from Fort Bragg, North

19 Carolina, to Eglin Air Force Base, and this
20 includes bringing approximately 2,200 personnel and
21 then the ground training resources for those
22 personnel.
23 The Naticnal Environmental Policy Act, also

24 known as NEPA, is federal law that requires federal
25 agencies to identify and consider the potential
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environmental or human health impacts of their
proposal and any reasonable alternatives.
Additionally, as required by NEPA, the Air Force
must inform the public of the proposed action and
alternatives and encourage public input during the
environmental analysis process, and that's part of
the reason we're here tonight. Furthermore, as
part of the Santa Rosa, Okaloosa, and Walton
communities, Eglin Air Force Base is committed to
involving the public and obtaining
community-specific input.

The environmental analysis for the proposal
will take the form of an Environmental Impact
Statement, also known as an EIS. The NEPA law, its
implementing regulations written by the President's
Council on Environmental Quality, and the Air
Force's environmental impact analysis process
contain requirements for preparing environmental --
detailed requirements for preparing these
environmental impact statements.

The Air Force is developing an EIS which is
the most detailed environmental analysis required
by NEPA. The BRAC EIS will provide the decision
maker detailed information to understand potential

impacts of each proposed alternative and to make an
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informed decision. The deputy assistant secretary
of the Air Force for installations is the decision
maker for this EIS. The current scope of the EIS
will address the first two BRAC 2005 program
requirements, the establishment of the Joint Strike
Fighter Integrated Training Center, and the
relocation of the 7th Special Forces Group from
Fort Bragg to Eglin. This EIS will evaluate
alternative ways for establishing the Joint Strike
Fighter Integrated Training Center Cantonment area
establishing the 7th Special Forces Group
Cantonment area and accommodating training
requirements for both the Joint Strike Fighter and
the 7th Special Forces Group.

According to law BRAC must be implemented as
stated in the approved BRAC Commission's
recommendations. Therefore, by BRAC law the Air
Force's proposed alternative addressed how and not
if BRAC will be implemented at Eglin. As required
by NEPA, the Air Force must identify and analy:ze
reasonable range of alternatives to the proposed
action. Reasonable alternatives are alternatives
that would meet the Air Force's underlying purpose
and need for the action, and within the range of

reasconable alternatives the Air Force is not
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required to consider highly speculative
alternatives.

Also required by NEPA the Air Force must
consider the no-action alternative, or an
alternative considering changes to Eglin Air Force
Base even if the BRAC actions were not implemented.
However, it should be noted that the BRAC actions
will be implemented at Eglin by law, and the
no-action alternative within the EIS will simply
reflect a baseline or current conditions at Eglin
and within the surrounding areas which will be then
used for analysis purposes.

The purpose of the action in this EIS is to
implement the BRAC 2005 program as required by law,
and it includes four actions which we will review
in detail in the upcoming slides. That is to
construct the 7th Special Forces Group cantonment,
accommodate the 7th Special Forces Group training
requirements, construct the Joint Strike Fighter
cantonment area, and accommodate Joint Strike
Fighter flight operations requirements.

There are alternative ways to implement each
of these alternatives. Each action has its own
defined needs and requirements and each alternative

must meet the underlying purpose and need of the
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BRAC program. Each action requires an independent
decision.

And now Col. Greg Koenig will now discuss the
details of the proposed action for the U.S. Army
Special Operations Group.

COL. KOENIG: Thank you wvery much, Randall.

My name is Col. Greg Koenig. I'm the USOP
Deputy Chief Staff Engineer from Ft. Bragg, North
Carolina. I would like to present to you the
details associated with the BRAC requirements to
move the Army 7th Special Forces Group in proposed
action here at Fort -- Eglin Air Force Base.

BRAC calls for moving the 7th Special Forces
Group from Fort Bragg, North Carclina, to Eglin.
Associated with this is requirement for
establishing cantonment area and an area to conduct
training. The first action under the realignment
for 7th Special Forces Group requires the
establishment of a cantonment area as an area to
provide space for the 7th Special Forces Group to
prepare for the war-time mission.

The 7th Special Forces Group cantonment area
needs access to a flight line. That includes rapid
and secluded deployments, convenient access to

Eglin main base operating facilities and support
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functions. And it also requires an area that has
seclusion for operational security and for force
protection.

The cantonment area responsibilities, or
requirements including the following:
Administrative areas which will include barracks,
offices, classrooms, and a motor pool or motor
park, a location with adequate acreage for security
and for future expansion within the cantonment area
at a later date. We also need a munitions storage
area and the ability to transport munitions across
the installation.

The need requires that we have the following:
A proximity to training ranges ideally no more than
ten-minute transport time, timely deployment for
airlift, timely emergency response, access to a
major transportation artery. We need to be within
20 miles of a communications farm. We like to be
in an area that has minimal environmental
restrictions, and we like to be in an area that has
avoidance of UXO ordnance. We'd also like to be
compatible with the surrounding land uses, noise
levels and any safety restrictions.

The current alternative locations can be

grouped into the following five geographical
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locations: Eglin Main Base, Duke Airfield, an area
west of Duke Field, an area just to the north of
Eglin Main, and an area that is close to DeFuniak
Springs.

Alternative 1 proposes to locate the 7th
Special Forces Group cantonment area near Eglin
Main Base at the following three possible locations
depicted on this slide. The first alternative, 1
Alpha, we call the triangle, is located between
Highway 85 and Highway 18%. 1 Bravo alternative is
located at Eglin West Gate just inside the Main
West Gate. Alternative 1 Charlie, which we call
North Poquito, is adjacent to the research and
engineering education facility. These alternatives
would require all new construction and shared use
of existing storage munitions area.

Alternative 2 proposes to locate the 7th
Special Forces Group cantonment near Duke Rirfield
at the following five possible locations:
Alternative 2A is just to the southeast of Duke.
Alternative 2B is to the northwest of Duke Field.
Alternative 2 Charlie is to the northeast of Duke
airfield. Alternative 2 Delta is further east of
Duke, and Alternative 2 Echo is on the Eglin north

border. These alternatives would alsoc require all
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1 new construction and shared use of existing

2 munitions storage areas.

3 Alternatives 3, 4 and 5 are shown on this map.
4 Alternative 3 is approximately four miles to the

5 west of Duke Field. This alternative is currently
6 the preferred alternative for where we want to

7 beddown the 7th Special Forces Group. This

8 alternative would require all new construction and
9 the shared use of existing munitions storage

10 facilities at Duke Airfield.

11 Alternative 4 is two miles north of Eglin Main
12 Base. This alternative would also require all new
13 construction and would require the use of existing
14 munitions storage areas on Eglin Main.

15 Alternative 5 is near the northeastern border
16 of Eglin Reservation near the intersection of Range
17 Road 212 and Range Road 382. Alternative 5 would
18 require all new construction and the shared use of
19 existing munitions storage areas at Duke Airfield.
20 Again, the Alternative 3 is our preferred location.
21 The second action proposed for the 7th Special
22 Forces Group beddown that will be addressed tonight
23 in this EIS is associated with training for the 7th
24 Special Forces Group. The purpose of this proposed
25 action is to provide adequate ranges for their
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1 missions while maintaining range access for current
2 and future users.
3 The Air force has performed an extensive
4 evaluation of Eglin's ranges to determine whether
5 adeqguate range exists -- ranges exist and identify
6 possible alternatives. As a result of this study,
7 more refined alternatives have been developed since
8 the last time we met.
9 Specifically the 7th Special Forces Group
10 training requires 13 new ranges which will detail
11 more than 6,000 acres of training area,
12 approximately 43,000 training hours per year which
13 will include wheel vehicle use including both
14 Humvees and heavy trucks, fixed and rotary wing
15 aircraft training, live and inert ordnance, such as
16 guns and hand grenades, and lastly water operations
17 using small rubber boats.
18 Training ranges are divided into two groups,
19 Group 1 and 2 type ranges. Group 1 type ranges are
20 comprised mostly of small-caliber weapons. And
21 these ranges will be dedicated to the 7th Special
22 Forces Group training activities. Group 2 ranges
23 are comprised mostly of larger-caliber weapons and
24 will not be dedicated to the 7th Special Forces
25 Group for utilization. As a result of the range
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training alternative narrowing process, the
following locations on the chart to my right were
identified as possible alternatives to be
evaluated. Alternative 3 on the east and west side
is our preferred alternative for ranges.

As mentioned previously, some range areas may
be conditionally closed to the public use for
safety reasons during training and also during the
construction phase. With all the 7th Special
Forces Group training alternatives the Group 1
ranges are located at various locations, however,
the Group 2 ranges are a commonality and are
located on the test range Charlie 5-2. Alternative
1 is on the east side in the north of Eglin Main
Base. Alternative 2 is on the east side in the
north-south corridor. Alternative 3, which is the
preferred alternative, is to the east and on the
west side. Alternative 4 is on the east and on the
northeast side, and the last, Alternative 5, has
all the ranges on the east side.

This map illustrates which range areas may be
conditionally closed to public use for safety
reasons during ground maneuvers, range use, and
during the construction phase.

I'd now like to turn it over, this
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1 presentation, to Col. George Ross for his
2 presentation on the proposed action for the Joint
3 Strike Fighter Integrated Training Center, or the
4 JSF ITC. Col. Ross.
5 COL. ROSS: Thank you, Greg.
[ Good evening, ladies and gentlemen. I'm from
7 Air Education and Training Command, and I'm the
8 F-35 Joint Site Activation Task Force Commander at
9  Eglin.
10 Tonight I want to provide you details
11 associated with the establishment of the JSF
12 Training Center and the proposed actions at Eglin
13 Air Force Base and on the ranges.
14 BRAC calls for the establishment of the F-35
15 Joint Strike Fighter and the Integrated Training
16 Center, or the JSF ITC. It is an integrated
17 training center because both pilot and maintainer
18 training will occur at the same site. BRAC
19 established Eglin as a joint training site for the
20 Air Force, the Navy, and the Marine Corps. In
21 addition, we expect the United Kingdom and the
22 other international partners in the JSF development
23 program to participate at various times at the
24 training center.
25 The training site will teach pilots and
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1 maintenance technicians how to properly operate and
2 maintain the F-35 air system. The purpose of the
3 NEPA action is to provide a cantonment area for the
4 Integrated Training Center.
5 The F-35 training center needs to be close to
6 the Eglin flight line and the runways plus have
7 adequate acreage for existing facilities to support
8 the new mission. 1In addition, access to Eglin's
9 Base operation support functions is critical.
10 The associated requirements for meeting the
11 purpose and need for the JSF training center
12 include establishing a cantonment area, or an
13 administrative area, between 100 and 200 acres in
14 size; providing 31 facilities at approximately 5.6
15 million square feet, and a munitions storage area,
16 and lastly, bedding down 107 F-35 aircraft and
17 allowing for airfield operations.
18 The alternatives for the proposed actions are
19 associated with finding an appropriate location for
20 the JSF ITC cantonment area. In arriving at the
21 proposed alternative locations for the training
22 site, the Air Force in coordination with the joint
23 program cffice developed a list of minimum
24 requirements for the JSF training center and
25 applied them to the Eglin military complex to
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1 identify potential sites for development.

2 The areas meeting all of the criteria were

3 included as potential alternatives. The minimum

4 requirements include an airfield with two 8,000

5 feet along the runway, plus aircraft support and

6 aircraft recovery requirements, available

7 utilities, fueling access, and auxiliary ground

8 equipment approximately 170 to 180 areas contiguous
9 to a flight line, physical security, and lastly,

10 avoidance of wetlands and floodplains.

11 Because Chocktaw, Duke and Hurlburt Fields

12 have only one runway, they are not under

13 consideration for JSF training center.

14 Furthermore, Camp Rudder is not under consideration
15 as it does not meet runway requirements, and its

16 location and logistics are not practical.

17 The remaining possibilities include two

18 potential locations at Eglin Main Base.

19 Alternative 1 proposes locating the JSF Integrated
20 Training Center on the Eglin Main Base in the 33rd
21 Fighter Wing area. This would require 23 newly
22 constructed facilities involving approximately
23 four million square feet of construction, and

24 approximately 1.6 million square feet of demolition
25 and renovation. Alternative 1 is our preferred
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1 alternative.

2 Alternative 2 proposes locating the JSF

3 Training Center on the east side of the Eglin Main
4 Base in the current 46th Test Wing area. This

5 would require 21 newly constructed facilities

6 involving approximately 1.2 million square feet of
7 construction and approximately 2.8 million square
8 feet of demolition and renovation. 1In this

9 alternative, current 46th Test Wing personnel and
10 functions would be relocated to the 33rd Fighter
11 Wing area on Eglin Main.

12 Because the JSF program is still in

13 development, training requirements and syllabi for
14 the new aircraft are evolving to ensure that the
15 war fighter has the most effective and efficient
16 training to meet the ever-changing requirements of
17 combat. The Air Force in conjunction with all the
18 military stakeholders initiated a noise study to
19 evalu -- evaluate potential impacts as well as
20 operational considerations for the F-35 training.
21 The noise study comprised of four different
22 operational scenarios categorized as Eglin heavy,
23 Duke heavy, Chocktaw heavy, and lastly, a mix of
24 operations at the three fields we call the blended
25 mix. Please note that heavy in the titles reflect
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1 greater numbers of JSF training operations at that
2 particular location.

3 Results from the noise study were reviewed and
4 three reasonable JSF flight alternatives were

5 selected for analysis in the Environmental Impact

6 Statement. The Chocktaw heavy scenario is not a

7 reasonable alternative because it cannot be

8 achieved without displacing current Navy training

9 activities. The blended-mix alternative is the

10 preferred alternative at this time.

11 The worst noise and sound both related to

12 hearing can be used interchangeably. The

13 difference is that we typically refer to sound when
14 discussing something pleasant, such as music, and
15 noise when discussing scomething unpleasant,

16 unwanted, or undesired. When aircraft fly overhead
17 at lower altitudes, some people consider it

18 annoying and refer to what they hear as noise.

19 This noise can interrupt an activity, whether it's
20 disturbing the peace, interfering with
21 communications or disrupting one's sleep.
22 Sound is expressed in terms of decibels, or
23 DBs. Decibels are a mathematic expression for the
24 amount of sound produced. The effect of sound on
25 humans is described by A-weighted decibels.
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A-weighted adjusts for the way that the human ear
responds to sound. Following Environmental
Protection Agency guidance, both the Department of
Defense and the Federal Aviation Administration
expresses noise levels around airports using a

day night level, or DNL. DNL is the most
appropriate metric for predicting cumulative human
effects of noise. It is used by all federal
agencies for predicting human annoyance. Day night
level averages the sum of all aircraft noise
producing events over a 24-hour period. DNL is the
measure of the total aircraft noise environment
expressed as decibels day night level, or decibel,
DBs DNL. This measurement is not the sound level
heard at any given time.

In addition, for those events that occur after
10:00 p.m. and before 7:00 a.m. a 10 decibel upward
adjustment, or penalty, is added to those events in
DNL calculations. This nighttime adjustment
accounts for the added intrusiveness of noise when
community noise levels are quieter and people are
sleeping. We offer a simple example of the
characteristics of DNL metrics.

Consider a 24-hour period in which a single

aircraft flyover occurs in daytime, and it creates
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1 a sound level of 100 decibels for 30 seconds.
2 During the remaining 23 hours 59 and 1/2 minutes of
3 the day background sound level is low. Therefore,
4 the day night level in decibels for this 24-hour
5 period is 65 DBs. Another example is if the four
6 of us up here were constantly talking for 24 hours,
7 the total noise energy of our sound is also 65
8 decibels.
9 The Department of Defense uses the noise map
10 computer software model as its primary tool for
11 evaluating aircraft noise in the vicinity of a
12 military installation. A noise map predicts the
13 noise exposures based on aircraft lights and also
14 maintenance activities occurring during an average
15 busy day on the air installation.
16 The noise exposure is calculated in the
17 display as day night level exposure contours in
18 5-decibel increments. The current Eglin Air Force
19 Base noise baseline is shown with the outer band at
20 65 decibels. Before we show the noise study
21 contours, let me compare future F-35 operations
22 with current F-15 operations at Eglin Air Force
23 Base.
24 BRAC is bringing to Eglin five squadrons for
25 the total of 107 F-35 primary assigned aircraft to
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1 Eglin. Currently the 33rd Fighter Wing has 54

2 F-15C Eagles. If you double the number of aircraft
3 operations with the same number of sorties per

4 aircraft, this will equate to approximately a 3

5 decibel increase in the noise levels. At the JSF

6 Integrated Training Center, it is expected the F-35
7 will fly three to four times the number of

8 operations over the existing 33rd Fighter Wing's

9 Eagles. Because of the increase in the number of
10 operations flown, plus changes in the type of the
11 flying, and the higher noise levels generated by

12 the F-35 aircraft, the areas affected by noise will
13 grow.

14 The following slides will illustrate the

15 preliminary results of the four scenarios analyzed
16 in the noise scenarioc -- noise study. The results
17 for each airfield in the 2015 timeframe, when F-35
18 training is at peak pilot production will be shown.
19 This slide shows the current baseline noise
20 contours at Eglin Main, Duke, and Chocktaw ocutlying
21 fields. The ocuter line represents the 65 DB, day
22 night level noise exposure contour. This slide
23 represents the Eglin heavy scenario. Each of the
24 scenarios we will describe has approximately
25 400,000 total operations on the Eglin Main complex.
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1 The scenarios change the location for the primary
2 training for instrumental approaches, touch-and-go
3 landing and low-approach practices plus simulated
4 flame-out approaches. In addition, Marine Corps
5 short takeoff and vertical landing practice is
6 included. 1In this scenario, the majority of the
7 F-35 activity occurs on Eglin Main airfield.
8 Let me add that in all the scenarios Chocktaw
9 Field serves as the primary location for Navy F-35
10 training due to the existing practice carrier
11 landing infrastructure at Chocktaw Field.
12 Let me explain the color coding of the
13 scenarios. The lighter shading of green is
14 indicative of the 65 day night level decibels which
15 each incrementally darker shade is associated with
16 an increase of an additional 5 DBs level of noise.
17 Let me point out that the outer bands of the red
18 line indicate the current &5 DB level from the
19 baseline contours.
20 The shaded contours include noise impacts from
21 all aircraft operations at each airfield. These
22 operations are not just the F-35, and they include
23 all military traffic and commercial airliner
24 traffic. With the red lines and the green shades
25 we can now compare current operations to expected
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1 operations in 2015. In the Duke heavy scenario,
2 the majority of the Eglin practice overhead visual
3 approaches plus simulated flameout approaches are
4 shifted to Duke Field. Chocktaw field in the
5 scenarioc is still primarily Navy F-35 practice
6 approach and landings. Again, the green shaded
7 contours represent the 2015 timeframe and the red
8 lines represent today's environment at each field.
9 The next slide is the Chocktaw heavy scenario
10 again shifted the majority of the practice
11 approaches to this field plus the simulated
12 flameout approaches on top of the previous Nawvy
13 activity. In this case, we also moved nearly all
14 practice instrument approach patterns to Duke Field
15 for instrument landing practice on the ILS -- on
16 the -- to runway 1-8.
17 Lastly, the blended mix scenario balances
18 training activities across these three airfields.
19 Noise contours will move off the Destin area
20 because in this scenario, we changed the Eglin
21 runway 1-2 departure procedures that were used in
22 the previous three scenarios.
23 Rgain, the four scenarios presented resulted
24 in the three reasonable alternatives, the Eglin
25 heavy alternative, the Duke heavy alternative, and
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1 the blended mix alternative. The blended mix
2 alternative will be the preferred alternative for
3 F-35 flight operations.
4 I will now turn it back to Mr. Rowland.
5 RANDALL ROWLAND: After the proposed action
6 and alternative are identified in the BRAC 2005
7 program, EIS will examine the potential impacts to
8 the human environment that could be affected by
9 these proposals. Envirconmental resources that will
10 be evaluated include air quality, cultural
11 resources, hazardous materials, land use and
12 recreation, natural resources, noise, safety, solid
13 waste, socioeconomics, transportation, utilities,
14 and then this slide shows the revised Eglin BRAC
15 2005 schedule.
16 As you can see, the Air Force published a
17 notice of intent to prepare the EIS in the Federal
18 register Rugust 1, 2006. Initially the Air Force
19 published a supplemental notice of intent in the
20 Federal register on October 15, 2007, and we're
21 holding this scoping meeting tonight and again
22 tomorrow night in the Niceville area.
23 Please note that the scoping is an ongoing
24 process, and we will gather information about the
25 affected environment, refine the proposed action
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and alternatives and then analyze the potential
impacts in various resource categories I mentioned
earlier. When we complete this analysis, we will
develop the results of a draft EIS in early
May 2008 and send it out for a 45-day public review
and comment. During this period we will hold two
public hearings, most likely in -- later in May to
review cur findings and receive input on the
issues. Finally, we will respond to the input,
modify the EIS if needed, and publish the final
document next year in October 2008. Thirty days
after the final EIS is released to the public, the
Air Force expects to sign a Record of Decision, or
ROD. ROD will state whether the proposed action
will be implemented and which siting alternative
has been selected. The Air Force expects
preparation of the EIS and the signing of the
Record of Decision to be completed in November
2008.

I would now like to return the presentation to
Mr. Mike Spaits.

MIKE SPAITS: Thank you, Rowland.

Before we take a short break, I'd like to make
a few administrative announcements. In order to

prepare an accurate and thorough EIS we invite the
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1 public, government officials, and interested

2 government agencies to provide written or verbal

3 input on the scope of issues. We need your help in
4 ensuring that the full scope of issues is

5 identified and that any significant environmental

6 concerns related to this proposal are identified

7 and appropriately addressed.

8 In summary, we are conducting the scoping

9 process in order for the Air Force decision maker,
10 Ms. Kathleen Ferguson, Deputy Assistant Secretary
11 of the Air Force for Installations, to consider the
12 environmental consequences associated with the

13 proposed project while refining the alternatives.
14 We are here tonight to listen to and document your
15 input and concerns regarding environmental issues
16 associated with the Eglin BRAC 2005 decision so we
17 can take them and analyze them in the EIS. If you
18 wish to speak tonight and have not already signed
19 up, please do so on one of the speaker sheets that
20 are available at the foyer registration table. We
21 invite -- we will invite elected officials to speak
22 first and then I will call all other speakers in
23 the order you signed in.
24 If you speak this evening, please use the
25 microphone that's made available in front so that
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1 we can -- and speak clearly so we can make an
2 accurate record of your concerns. Please limit
3 your comments to five minutes so that everyone has
4 an opportunity to speak. Written comment sheets
5 are available at the registration table for your
6 use. You can turn these sheets in at the end of
7 the evening or mail, fax, or e-mail them to us at
8 your convenience. If you mail your comments, send
9 them to the address printed on the comment sheets.
10 The address will also be shown on the screen during
11 the comment period.
12 We welcome public input on the scope of
13 analysis -- or the scope issues in writing at any
14 time during the environmental impact analysis
15 process. However, to receive timely consideration
16 for the draft EIS, we encourage you to provide
17 comments by December 7th. When you signed in, you
18 had an opportunity to check a box to request a copy
19 of the draft EIS. If did you not request the
20 document when you signed it but would like to have
21 one, please go back and check with one of the
22 ladies working the check-in desk or fill out a
23 written comment sheet, and you can fill out a
24 postcard letter or e-mail us requesting a copy of
25 the document.
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1 Again, we are making an official record of

2 this meeting to be added to the EIS administrative
3 record. This is to ensure that all of your

4 comments are considered in preparing the EIS.

5 Written comments will alsc become part of the

6 administrative record and will receive full and

7 equal consideration.

B Tonight is not the end of your opportunity to
9 participate in the environmental review process.

10 The preparation of an EIS is an ongoing process and
11 as such, you can provide comments anytime

12 throughout its development. Please keep in mind we
13 are seeking your input tonight, and we value all

14 your comments and concerns. We are early in the

15 EIS process and any questions you pose will be

16 handled as comments and analyzed properly in the

17 Draft EIS.

18 Let's take a 15-minute break, and if you care
19 to get some refreshments in the back, please help
20 yourself, and we'll call everybody back to order in
21 about 15 minutes. Thank you.
22 (A recess was taken.)
23 MIKE SPAITS: Okay, if we could resume the

24 meeting by taking our seats. I'd like to start the
25 public input session. When I call you up to speak,
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please state your name clearly for the record
before you make your statement. Also, we would
appreciate it if you would speak clearly and direct
your comments to me. If you are representing a
specific group, please identify that group by name.

We have placed a box on the comment table in
the back of the room to accept written comments.
Please summarize your written comments in your oral
presentation as your written comments will also
become part of the official record. To ensure that
all of your inputs are carefully examined and in
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement, and that
we successfully address all of the issues, all of
your comments will be recorded by a court reporter.
Any questions you pose tonight will be treated as
comments and addressed in the Draft EIS for
analysis.

Now before we start -- before I call our first
speaker, I would like to ask Ms. Jennifer Geeslin
to read a brief open letter to the district -- the
lst District of Florida constituents from Hon.
Congressman Jeff Miller.

JENNIFER GEESLIN: "Ladies and gentlemen, I
want to thank you very much for taking the time to

attend this public scoping meeting. Your
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1 contribution teo this process is critical to the
2 successful integration of new missions at Eglin Air
3 Force Base. I'm honored to represent a district
4 where the citizens take an active role in their
5 government, and their community. I commend you on
[3 this involvement.
7 Integration of the missions is critical to
B meeting our nation's security requirements for
9 today and the future. Based upon reviews I have
10 had with Air Force senior leadership, addition of
11 the Joint Strike Fighter and 7th -- and Army 7th
12 Special Forces Group activities will result in
13 significant changes in how the ARir Force executes
14 the current mission at Eglin and how Eglin's
15 natural resources are utilized by the military and
16 the public.
17 An increase in aircraft operation combined
18 with the noise characteristics of JSF operations
19 will have implications for the surrounding
20 communities. The incorporation of new training
21 ranges to meet the 7th Special Forces Group
22 operational requirements will necessitate
23 flexibility for our new community. I have full
24 confidence that the Air Force will exercise the due
25 diligence required to design the integration of
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these new missions in a way that preserves
operational readiness and mitigating to the degree
practical the adverse impacts on the environment
and the local communities.

My staff and I will continue to work closely
with the Air Force and the local communities every
step of the way through the completion of the
process which begins with your inputs at this
scoping meeting. The Air Force needs your
constructive inputs to ensure all community
interests are understood." Signed Jeff Miller,
member of Congress, lst District, Florida.

MIKE SPAITS: Thank you, Jennifer.

Okay, I'd like to call our first speaker of
the night, Mr. James Fix with the Holly-Navarre
Fire District.

MR. FIX: Thank you gentlemen.

Ladies and gentlemen, I just want to make a
comment to you on behalf of the men and women of
the Holly-Navarre Fire District. We will be --
going to have personnel on board full time 1
January. Thanks to Mr. Barbono (phonetic) and his
staff at the Eglin committee we have a piece of
land at Highway 87 and Bob Talbert Road.

Our area covers from the county line 50 square
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1 miles which includes your Chocktaw area, and your
2 field. We also cover the western range of the
3 ranger camp. We are prepared, and we want you to
4 be assured that this community and our fire
5 fighters are trained, prepared and ready to assist
[ you in any manner possible. We cover all ranges of
7 the service., We're trained in rescue, flight
8 aircraft down, rescue search. We even have a
9 good -- we have a good cert team that will also
10 assist us. So we will be there to help you no
11 matter what comes, this community fire department
12 and district. We're here to be with you and to
13 assist you. And that's all I have to say.
14 Again, we'll be contacting you. Mike, I
15 don't -- you don't mind me calling you Mike?
16 MIKE SPAITS: No, sir.
17 MR. FIX: We'll be contacting you again, and I
18 thank everybody. I want to welcome Col. Koenig,
19 U.S5. Army because I am James Fix, U.S. Army
20 retired.
21 COL. KOENIG: Whoop.
22 MR. FIX: Whoop.
23 MIKE SPAITS: Thank you. I'd like to call our
24 next speaker, Mr. Neil Arnott with the Association
25 for Bayou Conservation.
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NEIL ARNOTT: Yes, I am Neil Arnott, and I'd
like to welcome you guys to the emerald coast.

I was just out in a boat the other day in a
pod of 25 dolphins out there swimming around us,
and we just stopped and let them swim around us.
The most beautiful place in the world. I'm staying
here forever. So welcome.

I have two comments and one is when we used to
fly back from Vietnam and go through Hickham Air
Force Base towards the end of the war, they made so
that we couldn't take off out of Hickham between
the hours of 11:00 at night and 7:00 in the
morning, and I think you've got some sort of that
thing coming up, brewing up here. I see it on the
scope of the noise levels that some of the green
area goes over Destin and Kelly Plantation, and
just as a warning, you know, people love to build
around airports, but they don't like the noise. I
love the noise so bring it on. But just as a
warning, if you can plan somehow, you know, to
avoid those areas during the critical times I think
it would make it a lot better for you because the
first four shift of those F-35s going over those
Destin condominiums, they're probably going to call

their lawyer.
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1 My other one is that --
& (Audio interference.)
3 MIKE SPAITS: I think it's better now. I hope
4 SO.
5 NEIL ARNOTT: The other one is the scope of
6 this meeting, if I had my way, and if you guys
7 could do it, it would be nice to put all the
8 effects in the militariness area into one
9 environmental impact and into one scenario. I know
10 you can't do that because things are -- you know
11 one thing's happening here and one thing's
12 happening here, but we have a lot of things going
13 on in this area. We have the Hurlburt people, one
14 of the units going to Canada. We have a possible
15 move of the test wing out of here, probably, you
16 know, out of Eglin, and then you two guys coming in
17 here, and it's so hard for us citizens and the
18 political people to see the whole picture when
19 we -- you know like tonight here, basically what
20 you're going to decide is where you're going to put
21 your buildings, and, you know, is it going to make
22 too much noise basically what this meeting is. But
23 if you could somehow make it so that we could look
24 at housing, roads, water, sewer, and noise, and the
25 whole nine yards and put it together in one meeting
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1 and then get -- you know, so you could see the

2 whole cumulative effect -- impacts. And I don't

3 know if you could set up a special meeting to do

4 that where it does throw everything together so

5 that the people that come to a meeting can see the
[3 whole thing. And thank you guys for coming.

7 MIKE SPAITS: Thank you, Mr. Arnott.

B That's all we have for sign-up speakers. Is

9 there anyone else who has not signed up who would
10 like to speak?

11 Okay. I appreciate your time and interest in
12 the proposed changes at Eglin Air Force Base.

13 Should you later decide to make additional comments
14 you may write to the address shown on the comment
15 sheet. Again, if you would like your own copy of
16 the draft EIS, please let us know on the sign-in

17 sheet or send us a letter or postcard asking for

18 YOur own copy.

19 Thank you for your participation and this
20 meeting is adjourned.
21 (Meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m.)
22
23

24

25
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STATE OF FLORIDA
COUNTY OF BAY

REPCRTER'S CERTIFICATE

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true
and accurate transcript of the public scoping meeting
for the Eglin BRAC 2005 program held November 06, 2007,
at the Comfort Inn, Navarre, Florida.

I FURTHER CERTIFY that I was authorized to
and did report the foregoing proceeding and that the
transcript is a true and complete record of my

stenographic notes.

DATED this the 18th day of November 2007.

Gertrude B. Downs, FPR
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JENNIFER GEESLIN: Well thank you for coming
this evening, and welcome to the second night of
our scoping update meeting for the BRAC 2005
program. We're really pleased to see the turnout
this evening, and we appreciate all of you taking
your time to spend a little bit of your time with
us this evening and to learn about this project.

I'd first like to just make a couple of
announcements. If anyone has a cell phone,
Blackberry, pager, if you wouldn't mind turning
that to the off or vibrate position. I see a lot
of people reaching into their pockets. We do have
a court reporter here this evening and any
additional noise can make it hard sometimes to make
sure we get an accurate administrative record.
Secondly, if anyone needs a restroom, if you'd just
go out the doors under the exit sign, the men's and
the women's restroom are both to your right. And
also, we still have snacks over here so if anyone
needs a water, coke or cookie for the meeting,
please help yourself. It's for you, and we don't
want to have any leftovers, so please help
yourselves.

I would like to introduce a few of our honored

guests this evening. Mr. John Jenazzo, the
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1 Okaloosa County Commissioner is with us this
2 evening; Mr. James Curry, the Okaloosa County
3 Manager; Mr. Robert Billingsley, the Valparaiso
4 City Councilman; Ms. Lydia Hernandez, the
5 Valparaiso City and also State Councilman, Ms.
[ Linda Parker, a Crestview City Councilman. And we
7 also have Col. Eric Pohland, the 96th Air Base Wing
8 Commander.
9 And are there any other elected officials that
10 we didn't catch that we want to make sure we get
11 recognized this evening? Anyone else? Sir?
12 (Al Vee (phonetic), councilman speaks from

13 audience.)

14 JENNIFER GEESLIN: Thank you for being here.
15 Sorry we missed your name.

16 {Deb Franklin (phonetic), councilman speaks

17 audience.)

18 JENNIFER GEESLIN: The Valparaiso

19 commissioners. Thank you for being with us this
20 evening. Give them a round of applause. And now
21 I'1ll turn our meeting over to our first panel

22 speaker, Mr. Mike Spaits from the Eglin Air Force
23 Base Environmental Public Affairs Office. Mike?
24 MR. SPAITS: Thank you, Jennifer.

25 Good evening. Can everybody hear me okay with
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this?
{Microphones adjusted.)

Good evening and welcome to the scoping
meeting update for the proposed base realignment
and closure, also know as BRAC 2005, decisions at
Eglin Air Force Base.

Because we want to ensure we provide an
accurate public record for our presentation we will
be -- this presentation will be in a scripted
format. This scoping meeting was designed to
provide you an update on the actions associated
with the -- implementing the BRAC decisions since
ocur first scoping meetings in August 2006 and to
allow you an opportunity to provide inputs in
regards to the new information in addition to input
already provided at the first meetings. This is
cne of several opportunities for public comment for
the environmental review of this proposal.

Again, my name is Michael Spaits. I'm from
Eglin Air Force Base Environmental Public Affairs,
and I'm here to serve as the meeting facilitator.
I'm responsible for ensuring that everyone that
wishes to comment about the scope of issues
regarding the proposed project has an opportunity

to do so.
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1 Before we get started tonight, I'd first like
2 to introduce Col. Pohland, the 96th Air Base Wing

3 Commander. Col. Pohland.

4 COL. POHLRND: Thanks, Mike.

5 Well, I'm not mic'ed up, but I'm pretty good

[ at getting to you. Can y'all hear me in the back?
7 Very good.

8 Okay, you know I've got the easy job tonight.
9 Unlike the panel members, (inaudible) on the panel,
10 my job is relative short, and I just get to say

11 some welcoming comments, and I'm going to start

12 with that, and I will be brief, no problem there.
13 I really do want to say a sincere thank you

14 for coming out tonight to help us as we scope the
15 BRAC road ahead for Eglin Air Force Base. And I

16 really mean help us, and here's a little bit about
17 why. Eglin Air Force Base in the year 2005 base

18 realignment and closure fortunately was a very big
19 success story in that Eglin Air Force Base did not
20 close any missions but rather added some fairly
21 large, significant missions realigned to Eglin Air
22 Force Base. Chief among those, the 7th Special
23 Forces Group and also the Joint Strike Fighter, the
24 F-35 integrated training center. So as we scope

25 that road ahead, we gather from you those inputs
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and concerns, and that helps us to do our job as we
move that forward.

Now of course with these new missions we face
new challenges, and I'd like to -- foremost among
those is the noise associated with the increased
air operations as a multi -- again, as the result
of moving the Joint Strike Fighter here to Eglin.

What is happening, by 2015 as the Joint Strike
Fighter integrated center matures to its full
operational capacity, we're more than doubling the
air operations at Eglin ARir Force Base and of
course with that then comes increased noise,
increased noise beyond what we're all used to right
now.

Similarly, as we -- when the 7th Special
Forces Group beddown at Eglin Air Force Base, and
accommodate the training that those special forces
have to do then we have to look at the likelihood
of closing some of the Eglin complex, some of the
ranges that will relate to their mission and those
areas typically that have been open to recreation.
And as you can imagine, we certainly have to do
that in the interest of safety.

So those are the subjects that these agencies

will be addressing with you tonight and again,
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1 you're (inaudible). So again, on behalf of General
2 Eidsaune, as the Air Armament Center Commander of

3 Eglin Air Force Base, thank you for coming out

4 tonight. And, Mike, I'll pass it back to you.

5 MR. SPAITS: Thank you, Col. Pohland.

] Okay, this evening our panel members will

7 present updated information on the proposed Eglin

8 Air Force Base realignment and closure, or BRAC

9 2005 decisions, and our effort to assess the scope
10 of the environmental impacts of its implementation.
11 I'd like to begin with an introduction of the
12 panel members. To my left is Mr. Randall Rowland
13 from the Eglin Environmental Management Division.
14 He will discuss the National Environmental Policy
15 Act, also known as NEPA, process and schedule. To
16 his left is Col. George Ross from the Air Education
17 and Training Command, and he will discuss JSF

18 Integrated Training Center beddown and training

19 alternatives. Next to him is Col. Greg Koenig from
20 the U.S. Army Special Operations Command, and he
21 will discuss the requirements of the Special -- 7th
22 Special Forces Group cantonment area and training
23 area beddowns.
24 We're here tonight because the Air Force is
25 developing an environmental impact statement known
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as an EIS to analyze the environmental impacts of
implementing the BRAC 2005 decisions at Eglin Air
Force Base.

Let me first set the stage for this program
this evening. It is in two parts. First we will
briefly present information on BRAC 2005 decision,
what it means for Eglin Air Force Base, discuss the
environmental impact analysis process, define the
proposed actions and alternatives and what we'wve
learned since the last time we met, inform you how
to be inwvolved, and what you can expect over the
next several months.

The second part of our program is your
opportunity to help us identify the scope of the
issues and alternatives to be addressed in the
environmental analysis.

We want to ensure that all of your inputs are
carefully examined in the draft environmental
impact statement and that we successfully address
all of the issues. Therefore, all of tonight's
presentation will be recorded by a court reporter
to ensure accuracy. Any questions you pose tonight
will be treated as comments and addressed in the
draft EIS for analysis.

The draft EIS is scheduled to be released for
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1 review in May 2008. Keep in mind you may submit

2 your comments in writing at any time during the EIS
3 process. However, to be included in the analysis

4 in the draft EIS in May 2008, all comments must be
5 received no later than December 7, 2007. Any

6 comments that are received after that will still

7 carry forward into the final EIS.

B At this point, I'd like to turn it over to Mr.
9 Randall Rowland.

10 RANDALL ROWLAND: Thanks, Mike.

11 My name's Randall Rowland. I'm here from the
12 Environmental Management Division at Eglin Air

13 Force Base, and I'm here to brief you on the 2005
14 BRAC program decisions for Eglin and the National
15 Environmental Policy Act.

16 BRAC stands for the base realignment and

17 closure, and in 2005 the BRAC commission's base

18 closure and realignment decisions became law. Now
19 the Air Force, along with other military services,
20 must execute the 2005 BRAC decisions and conduct an
21 environmental analysis of the implementation of
22 BRAC decisions which must be completed by September
23 15th, 2011.

24 The BRAC 2005 decision means the following for
25 Eglin Air Force Base. First, establishing the
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Joint Strike Fighter integrated training center at
Eglin, and this would involve adding about 2,300
military, civilian, and contractor perscnnel at
Eglin Air Force Base, bringing in around 107 F-35
aircraft representing three variant models, and
providing flight and maintenance training for the
Joint Strike Fighter personnel.

Second, BRAC involves relocating the 7th
Special Forces Group Airborne from Fort Bragg,
North Carolina, to Eglin Air Force Base. This
includes adding about 2,200 people and providing
the ground training rescurces for the 7th Group
personnel.

The National Environmental Policy Act, more
commonly referred to as NEPA, is a federal law that
requires all federal agencies to identify and
consider the potential environmental or human
health impacts of their proposal and any reascnable
alternatives. Additionally, as required by NEPA,
the Air Force must inform the public of the
proposed action and alternatives and encourage
public input during the environmental analysis
process. Furthermore, as a part of the Santa Rosa,
Okaloosa, and Walton communities, Eglin Air Force

Base is committed to involving the public and
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1 obtaining community-specific input.
2 The environmental analysis for this proposal
3 will take the form of an environmental impact
4 statement, also known as an EIS. The NEPA law, its
5 implementing regulations written by the President's
6 Council on Envirconmental Quality, and the Air
7 Force's environmental impact analysis process
B contain detailed requirements for preparing
9 environmental impact statements.
10 The Air Force is developing an EIS which is
11 the most detailed environmental analysis required
12 by NEPA. The BRAC EIS will provide the decision
13 makers detailed information to understand potential
14 impacts --
15 {Budioc difficulties)
16 MR. SPAITS: We have a little technical
17 difficulty that we're trying to overcome.
18 RANDALL ROWLAND: Can you hear? Okay, the
19 deputy assistant secretary of the Air Force for
20 installations is the decision maker for this EIS.
21 The current scope of the EIS will address the first
22 two BRAC 2005 program requirements. The
23 establishment of a Joint Strike Fighter integrated
24 training center and the relocation of the 7th
25 Special Forces Group from Fort Bragg to Eglin.
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This EIS will evaluate alternative ways for
establishing the Joint Strike Fighter integrated
training center cantonment area and establishing
the 7th Special Forces Group cantonment area and
then accommodating training requirements for both
the Joint Strike Fighter and 7th Special Forces
Group.

According to law BRAC must be implemented as
stated in the approved BRAC Commission's
recommendations. Therefore, by BRAC law the Air
Force must -- proposed alternatives address how and
not if BRAC should be implemented at Eglin. As
required by NEPA, the Air Force must also identify
and analyze the reasonable range of alternatives to
the proposed action. Reasonable alternatives are
alternatives that would meet the Air Force's
underlying purpose and need for the proposed
action. Within the range of reascnable
alternatives the Air Force is not required to
consider highly speculative alternatives.

As required by NEPA, the Air Force must
consider a no-action alternative, or an alternative
considering change to Eglin Air Force Base even if
the BRAC action were not implemented. However, it

should be noted that the BRAC actions will be
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1 implemented at Eglin as required by law. The

2 no-action alternative within this EIS will simply

3 reflect a baseline or current conditions at Eglin

4 and within the surrounding areas which will be then
5 used for analysis purposes.

6 The purpose of the action in the EIS is to

7 implement the BRAC 2005 program as required by law,
B and it includes four specific actions which we'll

9 review in detail in the upcoming slides. They are
10 to construct the 7th Special Forces Group

11 cantonment area, accommodate 7th Special Forces

12 Group training requirements, construct a Joint

13 Strike Fighter integrated training center and

14 associated cantonment area and then accommodate

15 Joint Strike Fighter flight operations

16 reguirements.

17 There are alternative ways to implement each
18 of these alternatives, and each alternative must

19 meet the underlying purpose and need of the BRAC
20 program. Each action requires an independent
21 decision.
22 And now Col. Greg Koenig will discuss the
23 details of the proposed action for the U.S. Army

24 7th Special Forces Group Airborne.

25 COL. KCENIG: Thank you very much, Randall.
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Good evening. Once again, my name is Col.
Greg Koenig. I'm from the United States Special
Operations Command located up at Fort Bragg, North
Carolina. I would like to present to you guys
tonight the details associated with the BRAC
relation of the 7th Special Forces Group from Ft.
Bragg to Eglin.

The first action under the realignment
requires the establishment of a cantonment area to
house the 7th Special Forces Group as they prepare
for their war-time mission. This cantonment area
needs access to a flight line for rapid and
secluded deployments. It needs convenient access
to Eglin base operations support functions, and it
requires seclusion for operation security and for
force protection.

The cantonment area requirements include the
following: We will construct administrative areas
to include barrack spaces, classes, offices, and
motor pools. We need a location with adequate
acreage for security and for future expansion
within the cantonment area. And we also need
munitions storage area and the ability to transmit
munitions.

(Budio difficulties)
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1 All right, we'll try this again. Okay,
2 additionally, we would like to be located in an
3 area that is ideally no more than ten minutes away
4 from the training range that the 7th will be
5 training on. We like to be close to deployment
6 aircraft. We like to be close to emergency
7 response capability, and we like to be adjacent or
8 close to a convenient transportation artery. And
9 finally, we like to be within 20 miles of a
10 communications antenna farm.
11 We prefer a site with minimal environmental
12 restrictions and issues, and we like to avoid any
13 unexploded ordnance areas. And finally, we like to
14 be compatible -- we like our operations to be
15 compatible with the surrounding land use, noise
16 level, and existing safety restrictions.
17 The current alternatives location can be
18 grouped into the following five geographical
19 locations: The first one is Eglin Main Base;
20 second, Duke Field; next the area west of Duke
21 Field; area north of Eglin Main, and finally an
22 area located close to DeFuniak Springs.
23 Rlternative 1 proposes to locate the 7th
24 Special Forces Group near Eglin Main Base at the
25 following three locations depicted on this slide.
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Looking at Alternative 1, Alternative 1 Alpha, we
call the triangle. It's located between Highways
85 and Highway 189. Alternative 1 Bravo is
located -- it's in the Eglin West Gate inside the
cantonment area. Alternative 1 Charlie, what we
call North Poquito, is adjacent to the research and
engineering education facility.

All three of these alternatives would require
us to construct all new facilities and to
construct -- and to utilize the existing munitions
storage area on Eglin Main.

Alternative 2 proposes to locate the 7th
Special Forces Group cantonment area in the
vicinity of Duke Field at the following five
possible locations: The first one, Alternative 2B,
is to the southeast of Duke Field. Alternative 2B
is to the northwest of Duke Field. Alternative 2
Charlie is to the northeast of Duke Field.
Alternative Delta is further east of Duke Field,
and Alternative 2 Echo is along the north border of
Eglin Main.

Each of these alternatives around Duke would
require us to construct all new construction and to
use existing munitions storage area located in the

vicinity of Duke.
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1 The final alternatives 3, 4 and 5 are shown on
2 this map. Alternative 3 is located west of Duke
3 Field and Highway 85. 1I'd like to point out right
4 now Alternative 3 is our preferred location.
5 Alternative 3 would require all new construction
6 and the shared use of existing munitions facilities
7 at Duke Field.
8 Alternative 4 is located just north of Eglin
9 Main Base. Alternative 4 would also require all
10 new construction and the shared use of munitions
11 storage facilities within Eglin Main.
12 And finally, Alternative 5 is located near the
13 northeastern border of the Eglin Main Reservation
14 in the vicinity of Range Road 212 and Range Road
15 382. Alternative 5 would require we build all new
16 construction and to the shared use of existing
17 munitions storage facilities at Duke Field. Once
18 again, Alternative 3 is our preferred location.
19 The second action proposed for the 7th Special
20 Forces Group beddown that will be addressed in this
21 EIS is associated with training for the 7th Special
22 Forces Group. The proposed -- the purpose of this
23 proposed action is to provide adequate ranges while
24 maintaining range access for the current and future
25 users.
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The Air force has performed an extensive
evaluation of Eglin Main -- Eglin ranges to
determine whether adequate range is existing and to
identify possible alternatives. As a result of
this study, more refined alternatives have been
developed since the last time we met. Specifically
the 7th Special Forces Group training requirements
include the following: Construction of 13 new
ranges. Utilization of more than 6,000 acres of
training area. The 7th will execute approximately
43,000 hours of training per year. This training
will include wheel vehicle use, including Humvees
and heavy trucks, fixed and rotary wing aircraft.
They will utilize live and inert ordnance, such as
guns and hand grenades. And they will conduct
(inaudible) boat operations utilizing small rubber
boats.

Training ranges are divided into two
groupings. The first, group one ranges, are
comprised mostly of small caliber weapons and
munitions. These ranges will be dedicated to the
7th Special Forces Group for their training
activities. The second group of ranges, or group
two ranges, are comprised mostly of larger caliber

weapons. These ranges will not be solely dedicated
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1 to the 7th Special Forces Group for their

2 utilization.

3 After we completed our analysis in conjunction

4 with Eglin, the following locations on the chart

5 were identified as possible alternatives to be

6 evaluated. I'd like to point out that Alternative

7 3 that has ranges on the east and the west side is

8 our preferred alternate.

9 As previously mentioned, some of these range
10 areas may be conditionally closed to the public use
11 for safety reasons during actual ground maneuvers,
12 training, and during the construction phase for
13 safety reasons. With all the 7th Special Forces
14 Group training alternatives the Group 1 ranges are
15 located in various locations. However, the Group 2
16 ranges are the same for all other alternatives and
17 are located on the test area C 52, For Alternative
18 1, ranges are located on the east side of Eglin and
19 just north of Eglin Main Base. For Alternative 2,
20 once again, ranges are located on the east side and
21 long the north-south corridor. Alternative 3,

22 which is our preferred alternative, has ranges
23 located to the west of Duke Field and Highway 85
24 and on the east side of Eglin. Alternative 4 has
25 ranges on the east and the northeast side of Eglin.
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And finally, Alternative 5 has all the ranges
located on the east side.

This map also illustrates which ranges may be
conditionally closed to public use for safety
reasons during construction and the ground maneuver
phases.

I'd 1like to now turn over the presentation, to
Col. George Ross for his presentation on the
proposed action for the Joint Strike Fighter
integrated training center.

COL. ROSS: Thank you, Greg.

I'm Col. George Ross, and I'm the chief for
the F-35 Site Activation Task Force. This joint
({inaudible) has members from the air combat command
AETC, which I'm a member of, and also we have the
Navy and the Marine Corps Fighter Integration Team,
and I'm pleased to be with you tonight because this
is my second assignment to Eglin, and I really like
the Northwest Florida area, and we feel valued
members of the Niceville community.

Tonight I will provide you with details
associated with the establishment of the Joint
Strike Fighter training center and the proposed
action at Eglin Air Force Base.

BRAC calls for the establishment of the F-35
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1 integrated training center, or the JSF ITC, at
2 Eglin Air Force Base. It is an integrated training
3 center because both pilot and maintenance students'
4 training will occur at the same site. BRAC
5 established Eglin as a joint training site for the
[3 Air Force, the Navy, and the Marine Corps. The
7 Joint Strike Fighter also has eight international
B partners to include the United Kingdom that will
9 train at various times at the integrated training
10 center.
11 The training site will teach pilots and
12 maintenance technicians how to properly operate and
13 maintain the F-35 air system. The purpose of
14 tonight's NEPA action is to provide a cantonment
15 area for the integrated training center.
16 The training center needs to be close to the
17 Eglin flight line and the runways plus have
18 adequate acreage or existing facilities to support
19 the new mission. In addition, access to Eglin's
20 Base operating support functions are critical.
21 The associated requirements for the meeting
22 of -- the need and the purpose of the JSF training
23 center include establishing a cantonment or an
24 administration area between 100 and 200 acres in
25 size; providing 31 facilities at approximately 5.6
GULF BAY REPORTING
March 2008 Environmental Impact Statement for the Implementation of the G-106

Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) 2005 Decisions
Eglin AFB, FL

A-294

2005 BRAC Decisions and Related Actions
Final Environmental Impact Statement
Eglin Air Force Base, Florida

October 2008



Appendix A, Volume 1 of 111

Public Scoping Summary Report — 2007 Update

Eglin BRAC Scoping Meeting, Niceville, Florida, 11/7/07

11/7/2007

=W R e

w @ -~ o

10
11

13
14

16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

Page 23
million square feet, and a munitions storage area.
And lastly, the capability to beddown 107 F-35
aircraft and allowing for the airfield operations.

The alternatives for this proposed action are
associated with finding an appropriate location for
the JSF training cantonment area. In arriving at
the proposed alternative locations for the F-35
site, the Air Force in coordination with the joint
program office developed a list of minimum
requirements for the training center and applied
them to the Eglin military complex. Those areas
meeting all of the criteria were included as
potential alternatives.

The minimum requirements for the F-35
integrated training center include an airfield with
two 8,000 foot along the runways, plus aircraft
support and recovery requirements, available
utilities, fueling access, and auxiliary ground
equipment. The site must have approximately 170 to
180 acres contiguous to the flight line that
provides physical security while avoiding wetlands
and floodplains.

Because Chocktaw, Duke and Hurlburt Fields
have only one runway, they are not under

consideration for the JSF training center.
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1 Furthermore, Camp Rudder is not under consideration
2 as it does not meet the runway requirements and its
3 location and logistics are not practical.
4 The remaining possibilities include two areas
5 at Eglin Main Base. Alternative 1 proposes
[3 locating the JSF training center on the Eglin Main
7 Base in the current 33rd Fighter Wing area. This
B area would require 23 newly constructed facilities
9 involving approximately four million square feet of
10 construction, and approximately 1.6 million square
11 feet of demolition and renovation. Alternative 1
12 use of the existing 33rd Fighter Wing is the
13 preferred alternative.
14 Alternative 2 proposes locating the JSF
15 training center on the east side of the Eglin Main
16 Base in the 46th Test Wing area. This would
17 require 21 newly constructed facilities involving
18 1.2 million square feet of construction and
19 approximately 2.8 million square feet of demolition
20 and renovation. In this alternative the current
21 46th Test Wing personnel and functions would be
22 relocated to the 33rd Fighter Wing area.
23 Because the JSF program is still in
24 development, the training requirements and syllabi
25 for the new aircraft are evolving to ensure that
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the war fighter has the most effective and
efficient training to meet the ever-changing
requirements of combat. The Air Force in
conjunction with all the military stakeholders
initiated a noise study to evaluate potential
impacts as well as operational considerations for
flying the F-35.

The noise study is comprised of four different
operational scenarios characterized as Eglin heavy,
Duke heavy, Chocktaw heavy, and lastly a mix of
operations at these three fields that we call the
blended mix. Please note that "heavy" in the
titles reflect greater numbers of JSF training
operations at that particular location.

Results from the noise study were reviewed and
three reasonable JSF flight alternatives were
selected for analysis in the existing EIS. The
Chocktaw heavy scenarioc is not a reasonable
alternative because it cannot be achieved without
displacing the current Navy training activities.
The blended-mix alternative is the preferred
alternative at this time.

The new transition will tell you about the
words noise and sound. Both noise and sound relate

to hearing and can be used interchangeably. The
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